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doings "), the hussar-sol diet-servant, and most oddly selected " governor" of this hero as a boy, Mullern, is obviously studied off those semi-savage " old moustaches " of whom we spoke in the last volume, though he is much softened, if not in morals, in manners. In
fact this softening process is quite obvious throughout. There is plenty of " impropriety " but no mere nastiness, and the impropriety itself is, so to speak, rather indicated than described. As nearly the last sentence announces, " Hymen hides the faults of love " wherever it is possible, though it would require a most complicated system of polygamy and cross-unions to enable that amiable divinity to cover them all. There is a villain, but he is a villain of straw, and outside of him there is no ill-nature. There seems to be going to be a touch of " out-of-boundness "when Henri, just about to marry his beloved Pauline, is informed that she is his sister, and when the pair, separating in horror, meet again and, let us say, forget to separate. But the information turns out to be false, and Hymen duly uses the not uncomfortable extinguisher which, as noted above, is supplied to him as well as the more usual torch.
To call the book good would be ridiculous, but a very large experience of first novels of dates before, the same as, and after its own may warrant allotment to it of possibilities of future good gifts. The history, such as it is, runs currently ; there are no hitches and stops and stagnations, the plentiful improbabilities are managed in such fashion that one does not trouble about them, and there is an atmosphere, sometimes of horseplay but almost always of good humour.
The matter which, by accident or design, goes with this in mid-century reprints of Paul, is of much later
Petits date, but it shows that, for some time, its author Tableaux de had been exercising himself in a way valuable
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as yet frequently practised. Petits Tableaux de Mceurs consists of about sixty short sketches of a very few pages each (usually, two or three) and of almost exactly the